
Freelance Forum 2013
For Photographers and Writers

Venue: Buswells Hotel
Date: Monday 15 April 2013

Cost: €10 (tax-deductible) to NUJ members, non-members €25
Registration: 10.00am-10.30am (Tea/Coffee on arrival)

Spaces are limited so register early. 
Book your place online using Paypal at http://freelanceforum2013spring.eventbrite.ie/
Enquiries Gerard Cunningham gerard@faduda.net 086-6073060 
Or send your registration fee to: Helen Taylor, NUJ, Second Floor, Spencer House, Spencer 
Row, off Talbot Street, 1. Mark envelope Freelance Forum.

All sessions open to writers and photographers
NOTE: All speakers are appearing in a personal capacity.

Session 1: 10.30am – 11.45am
THE HORSE'S MOUTH: The Ombudsman's Guide to the Press Code

How to adhere to the Press Council code of conduct, and what to do if there's a complaint
Speaker: John Horgan, press ombudsman
Chair: Aileen O'Meara

Session 2 : 11.45am – 1.00pm
THE PITCH: Commissioning editors set out what they want

What to do. What not to do. How to improve your pitch and adapt to the future.
Speakers: Richard Oakley, Sunday Times 

Ross Golden-Bannon, Harmonia
Chair: Jason Walsh

Lunch 1.00pm – 2.00pm
Lunch is available in Buswells hotel, the National Library and Cafe La Cocotte in the Alliance 
Francaise also in Kildare Street, among other venues in the vicinity.

Session 3: 2.00pm – 3.15pm
NEW WAYS: Effective work across media

Speakers: Philip O'Connor, freelance journalist, print and internet
Brian O'Connell, freelance journalist, print and broadcast

Chair: Mary Mulvihill

Session 4 : 3.15pm – 4.30pm
MAKING IT WORK: From setting goals to organising your day

Speaker: Sue Leonard
Chair: Enid O'Dowd

We understand that as working journalists everyone may not be able to attend all sessions.



Freelance Forum 2012
For Photographers and Writers

Speakers

John Horgan is the press ombudsman. He was previously professor of journalism at Trinity College. A journalist with 
the Evening Press and Irish Times, and a politician.

Aileen O Meara A former RTE Health correspondent, she has her own production company, producing radio and TV 
documentaries, makes podcasts and audio trails, and writes regular analysis of the Irish health service for the Daily 
Mail. She also does occasional training courses in smartphone video skills.

Richard Oakley is the editor of Sunday, a Sunday Times magazine supplement. He has previously worked for the 
Sunday Tribune.

Ross Golden-Bannon works with Harmonia, publishers of several Irish popular magazines including Woman's Way, 
Irish Tatler, Tatler Man and U Magazine.

Jason Walsh is the Ireland correspondent of the CSMonitor, the longest-running national newspaper in the United 
States. Based in Dublin, he also worked for PressEurop.eu and has contributes to newspapers and magazines in Ireland, 
Britain and elsewhere in Europe.

Philip O'Connor is an Irish multimedia journalist based in Stockholm, Sweden. Since starting Eblana Communications 
four years ago he has sold text, pictures and video to some of the world’s biggest media organisations.
Having studied marketing, journalism and media & communications science, Philip believes that in today’s climate 
every story should be a multimedia story. He is a regular contributor to Irish media across a variety of platforms, and 
says that journalists who can offer multimedia cover of stories can survive and thrive in the social media age.

Brian O'Connell is a Cork-based award-winning journalist, author and broadcaster. He writes on a variety of topics for 
the Irish Times, from news to features, and has a particular interest in public health stories. Brian is a well known 
contributor to Irish radio and television, and is a weekly reporter on Today with Pat Kenny on RTE Radio 1. He has 
made a number of radio documentaries and series for RTE Radio and appears weekly on RTE Today. Brian's book, 
Wasted, published in 2009, examined Ireland's alcohol culture.

Mary Mulvihill is a science writer and broadcaster with 25 years experience, including a decade as editor of 
Technology Ireland magazine. She runs media and communications training, and has a small production company – 
Ingenious Ireland –making podcasts, audio guides and apps, so that her work increasingly covers words, sounds and 
images.

Sue Leonard has made a living out of freelance journalism for over twelve years, dealing with up to twenty editors a 
year. A feature writer who specialises in books and health, she's written for The Irish Examiner, The Irish Independent, 
The Evening Herald and many other publications. In 2010, she published Keys to the Cage with New Island Press. She's 
also a Ghost Writer.

Enid O'Dowd is a chartered accountant and freelance writer and journalist. She has a particular interest in politicians' 
expenses and has, she hopes, ruffled a few feathers in the Dáil. She contributes to Liveline on this issue.
She is involved with the free financial advice service CAVA provided by Chartered Accountants Ireland for people who 
need but cannot afford professional accountancy services.
She self published Cancer in a Cold Climate: The Shafting of St Luke's Hospital in 2010 and is currently looking for a 
publisher for her first fiction book. 

Name:                                                         Tel:                                                         
Address:                                                         email:                                                         
                                                                                    Membership No:                                           
                                                                                    (if applicable) 
Enclosed attendance fee of €10 (NUJ members) or €25 (non-members) 
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